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BABYLON 5 EDITION 


GOLD CHANNEL OPEN FOR J. MICHAEL STRACZYNSKI 


Conducted at Chicago Comicon, 
Rosemont, IL, June 23, 1996, 
by Michael Zmuda. 


e had the opportunity to talk with 

J. Michael Straczynski during his 
busy schedule at this year’s Chicago 
Comicon. Unfortunately he did not have 
enough time to explain to us a simplified 
version of Vorlon time travel, but he did 
give us answers to a few. quick questions 
pertaining to BABYLON 5:and other. pro- 
jects that he has been involved. in. 


The Centaurian Sentinel: You've men- 
tioned that The Haunting of Hill House is 
one of your overall favorite films. | find 
that its such an effective movie because 
of the build-up of suspense of fear of 
something which is never shown. You 
seem to have a bit of that in BABYLON 5, 
we don’t know who the Shadows and 
Vorlons really are, we don’t really have a 
good idea of what they look like either. 


Is there any influence from Hell House 

in BS? 

J. Michael Straczynski: Yes, in a 
sense. Certainly Hill House profits from 
what is not seen, almost as much as 
what is seen. There is a certain school 
of literature where in general you don’t 
see the horror until the very end. H.P 
Lovecraft was very much like this — you 
would hear the sound scratching at the 
door, you would see a hint of something 
around the corner, but you never saw the 
entire thing until the end. | find that much 
more effective then parading out your 
average mean-evil-nasty. The catch being 
that if you have something behind the 
door eventually you must open the door 
and reveal it. At that point is the danger, 
because if it’s a nine-foot cockroach, well 
it could have been a twelve-foot cock- 
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roach, it could have been worse. So you 
have to make sure that when you open 
the door there’s another door behind it, 
in a sense. 

CS: Somehow | get the feeling that 
the Vorlons aren't as innocent as 
they appear, and that the 
Shadows. must have some sort 
of redeeming qualities for. their 
race. Will we see that. in upcom- 
ing episodes? 

JMS: | wouldn't say a 
redeeming quality, but cer- 
tainly a rationalization on 
their. part. One can have 
what one thinks are good 
reasons for doing some- 


thing but they may not be redeeming qual- 
ities. Their stance is one that a number 
of folks will agree with . . . a number will 
think that it is absolutely horrible. So, is it 
a redeeming factor if half of the people 
think they are right and half the people 
think they are wrong? Its simply the ques- 
tion of the monster not seeing the mon- 
ster in the mirror. 

CS: Being so engrossed in science fic- 
tion, do you believe in extraterrestrials? 
JMS: | think it would be the height of 
conceit for us to say that out of all the 
planets and stars in this galaxy alone, 
along with millions of others, that we are 
it - that nowhere else can life come to 
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fruition and produce sentients! That is an 
act of arrogance and conceit that is 
beyond even my capacity. 
CS: What have you been working on 
aside from BABYLON 5? 
JMS: | have been developing a 
sequel for a follow-up series [to 
BS] that Warner Bros. has exhibit- 
ed some interest in, which has 
always been there, a side-story 
which goes off in a differ- 
ent direction. There are 
two other series that | 
have been sort of 
putting around with 
and developing, which 
are now heating up as 
possible gos for the 
future. | can’t talk 
about them at the 


moment, but they are definitely 
heating up! And maybe a 
Grimjack feature film depending 
on the circumstances. 
CS: Can you fill us in on any 
details for season four? 
JMS: Not at this juncture, no. 
CS: As each year of BABYLON 5 pro- 
gresses you are leaving behind a legacy. 
What would you like to be remembered 
as: a creator of a popular series; a 
writer; a mythmaker; or a producer of a 
quality television series? 
JMS: A storyteller. That’s in the end 
what it all comes down to. You only pro- 
duce, guarantee, and assure quality of 
the story. Myth is part of the story telling. 
If | am remembered as nothing more then 
a guy who told some good stories, which 
stick around after he is gone, then | am 


happy. 4 
Michael Zmuda 
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UPCOMING CONVENTIONS WITH BABYLON 5 PERSONNEL 


Following are conventions that will be featuring 
BABYLON 5 personalities. Be aware that guest 
changes may occur due to last minute problems — 
unless a guest is confirmed to attend they may not 
have a commitment to appear! For a quick 
response to any inquiries send an SASE. 


Wolf 359 - The Security Party, September 28, 
The Connaught Tooms, Great Queen Street, 
London We. A one day convention in association 
with “The London Trek Group”. Confirmed Guests of 
Honor:Jeff Conaway and Michael O'Hare. 

Contact: Wolf 359, 141 Waarden Road, 

Canvey Island, Essex SS8 SBE, UK; 

http: //www.dynamite.co.uk/wolf359 . 


Midcon 15, October 4-6, Holiday Inn, Leicester, 
England. Richard Biggs is scheduled to appear. 
Contact: Midcon 15, 8 Ennerdale Close, 
Leichester LE2 4TN United Kingdom; 
midcon@palomino.demon.co.uk . 


Far Point ’96, October 4-6, Hunt Valley, MD. 

Tim DeHaas and Mojo are scheduled to appear. 
Contact; Far Point, 6099 Hunt Club Road, Elkridge, 
MD 21227; 410/579-1257; 410/799-2869; 
farpoint1O5@aol.com . 


Rising Star, October 12, Salem, VA. Richard 
Biggs is scheduled to appear. Contact: Rising Star 
Productions, 545 Howard Drive, Salem, VA 
24153; 703/389-9400. 


Creation Boston, October 12, Bayside Expo 
Center, Boston, MA. Stephen Furst is a guest. 
Contact: Creation Entertainment, 411 N. Central 
Avenue, Suite 300, Glendale, CA 91203; 
818/409-0960. 


Necronomicon ’96, October 11-13, Tampa, FL. 
JMS is GOH. Contact: Necronomicon ‘96, PO. Box 
2706, Riverview, FL 33569; 813/677-6347. 
LaGrange Con, October 25-27, Holiday Inn, 
Independence, OH. Richard Biggs is scheduled. 
Contact: 305/388-2890; fax 305/388-9966. 


Atlanta StarCon & Comics, November 1-3, 
Marriott Century Center Hotel, Atlanta, GA. Guests 
include Michael O'Hare. Contact: 482 Gardner 
Road, Stockbridge, GA 30281. 


United Fan Con VI, November 1-3, Sheraton 
Monarch Place Hotel, Springfield, MA. Guests 
include Jeff Conaway. Contact: United Fan Can, 500 
Monroe Turnpike, Monroe, CT 06468; (617) 986- 
TREK; http: //www.pcnet.com/~alanr/ufc.html . 


Assimilation '96, November 15-18, Britannia 
Hotel, Daventry, Northampton, UK. Jason Carter is 
scheduled to appear. Contact: Assimilation, 77 
Holyrood Avenue, South Harrow, Middx, HA2 8UD, 
United Kingdom. 


Star Trek/Babylon 5 - The Face-Off of the 
Millennium, November 16-17, The Pasadena 
Center, Pasadena, CA. Creation's 10th anniversary 
salute to Star Trek: The Next Generation and First 
Annual BABYLON 5 convention. B5 guests are to 
include Bruce Boxleitner, Peter Jurasik, Andreas 
Katsulas, Michael O'Hare, Mira Furlan, Bill Mumy, 
Stephen Furst, Richard Biggs, JMS, Adam "Mojo" 
Leibowitz. For details send a SASE (one per conven- 
tion) to Creation Entertainment, 411 N. Central 
Avenue, Suite 300, Glendale, CA 91203; 
818/409-0960. 


Starlog’s 20th Anniversary Reunion, November 
23-24, Nob Hill Masonic Center, San Francisco, 


CA. Peter Jurasik, Bill Mumy, and Ron Thornton 
are scheduled. Contact: Creation Entertainment, 
411 N. Central Avenue, Suite 300, Glendale, CA 
91203; 818/409-0960. 

LosCon, November 24-26, Burbank,CA. There is a 
possibility that JMS will be attending. 

Visions '96, November 29 - December 1, Hyatt 
Regency O'Hare, Rosemont, IL. Claudia Christian 
and Jerry Doyle are scheduled to appear. 
Contact: Visions, Highland Park, IL 60035-1202; 
847/882-1174; 708/405-9461; 
fergus@areaplg2.corp.mot.com . 

Stellar Occasion, December 27-29, Dallas, TX. 
Walter Koenig and Ed Wasser are scheduled to 
appear. Contact: phoenix@cyberramp.net . 


Gallifrey 8, February 14-16 1997, Airtel Plaza 
Hotel, Van Nuys, CA. JMS is scheduled to appear. 
Contact: Gallifrey, RO. Box 3021, North Hollywood, 
CA 91609; galleyone@aol.com. 


LunaCon ’97, March 7-9, 1997, The Rye Town 
Hilton, Rye Brook, NY. Guests include Michael 
O'Hare. For more information, write to: 

Lunacon ’97, PO. Box 3566, New York, NY 
10008-3566; lunacon@lunacon.org.; 

http: 7 /www.lunacon.org/lunacon/lunacon.html 
CoastCon 20, March 21-23, 1997, Convention 
Center /Broadwater Beach Resort East, Biloxi, MS. 
Mojo is a guest. Contact: CoastCon, PO. Box 
1422, Biloxi 39533-1423; 601/435-5217; 
coastcon@aol.com; sotmesc@datasync.com . 
Wolf 359 - The Mission, May 2-5, 1997, 
Norbreck Castle, Blackpool, UK. Guests TBA. 
Contact: Wolf 359, 37 Branksome Road, 
Southend on Sea, Essex SS2 4HG, UK; 

http: //www.dynamite.co.uk/wolf359 . 
FantastiCon ’97, May 31-June 2, 1997, 
Sheraton Hotel, Munich, Germany, and Sheraton 
Hotel, Frankfurt am Main, Germany. Claudia 
Christian, Peter Jurasik and Greg Funk are sched- 
uled to appear. Contact: 0180-5 30 31 01. 
Westercon, July 3-6, 1997, Sheraton Hotel and 
Towers, Seattle, WA. JMS will be GOH. 
Jumpgate ’97, July 5-6, 1997, Hotel Victor, 
Dublin. Mira Furlan, Stephen Furst, and Walter 
Koenig are confirmed guests. JMS is currently 


unconfirmed. Contact: Jumpgate ’97, 18 Watermill 


Road, Raheny, Dublin 5, Rep. of Ireland; jump- 
gate @indigo.ie . 

Wolf 359 - The Alliance, July 11-14, 1997, 
Norbreck Castle Conference & Hotel Centre. 
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Confirmed Guests subject to work commitments: 
JMS, Richard Biggs, Mira Furlan, Bill Mumy, 
Stephen Furst, Jason Carter, Catlin Brown, Peter 
Jurasik, Pat Tallman, Josh Cox, Ed Wasser, Walter 
Koenig, and Jeffrey Willerth. Contact: Wolf 359, 
37 Branksome Road, Southend on Sea, Essex SS2 
4HG, UK; http: //www.dynamite.co.uk/wolf359 . 


Rebelcon ’97, August 8-10, 1997, Holiday Inn, 
Taunton, MA. JMS, John Flinn, Arne Starr, and 
Mojo are confirmed to attend. Contact: 

World's End Production, 10 Rankin Street, 
Worcester, MA 01605; 508/587-1223; 

http: //www.cs.umb.edu/~jwentze /mary/ index.html; 
rebelcon@aol.com . 

B5 - The Wrap Party, August 21-24, 1997, 
Radisson Edwardian Hotel, Heathrow, London, UK. 
Guests are to include JMS, Harlan Ellison, Mojo, 
and more TBA. Contact: B5 - The Wrap 

Party, PO. Box 505, Reading, Berks 

RG1 7QZ, UK; wrap@sidhen.demon.co.uk; 
www.bilpin.co.uk/TheWrapParty . 
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RebelCon, Taunton, MA, July 5-7. 
BABYLON 5 Related Guests: Michael O’Hare, 
Richard Biggs, Patricia Tallman. 


Pat Tallman, Richard Biggs, and Michael O’Hare 
participated in the BABYLON 5 panel at RebelCon. 


hough this was the first year for this particu- 

lar convention, it was very well organized. 
There were guests to suit every avenue of sci- 
ence fiction. BS was very well represented by 
Michael O'Hare, Pat Tallman, Rick Biggs and 
Adam “Mojo” Lebowitz. Other guests included 
James Sloyan from Star Trek, Michael Cuneo - 
special effects artist, artists Cortlandt Hull, 
Arne Starr and Bob Eggleton, and authors John 
Peel, Margaret Wander Bananno and Hal 
Clement. 

We met the guests that arrived early on 
Friday evening: James Sloyan, Arne Starr, Chris 
Ready and Michael O'Hare. All were quite 
charming, answering a few questions and chat- 
ting with fans. Saturday brought about a BABY- 
LON 5 panel discussion with Michael, Pat and 
Rick sitting on stage together, answering ques- 
tions. There were the usual ones for Michael - 
will you be back on the show, either as Sinclair 
or Valen? No. | don't think so. After all, Sinclair 
is now 900 in the past! He mentioned that he 
had really liked coming back to work with the 
crew and now had a greater appreciation for 
what Bill Mumy goes through each week related 
to his make-up. Valen's “foam-head” was not 
something Michael enjoyed a great deal. Rick 
got some similar questions about Dr. Franklin's 
return. We were told that the good doctor will 
reappear on the station in “Walkabout” and 
even find romance! Pat talked a little about 
doing the pilot and how upset she was that she 
had not been able to continue in the role after 
the show went to series. Her son, Julian, was a 
big hit with everyone. He’s a cute little guy - 19 
months old - and one of the best behaved kids 
I've seen in quite a while. 

On Sunday, each of the B5 guests had the 
stage to themselves. Pat talked about coming 
back to the series, doing some of her own 
stunts, getting gills and how her character is 
evolving. Rick talked about doing his audition 
for BS - coming to a reading complete with lab 
coat. Can you imagine Joe Straczynski’s sur- 
prise to see a guy come to read for a part and 
actually look like a doctor? No wonder he got 
the part. Rick called Michael O’Hare out to 
show how Michael had actually saved his bacon 
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on his first day on the set. Rick had one line to 
say before the show wrapped for the week. It 
took him 16 takes to get that one line out and 
Michael came up to him, shook his hand and 
said, “Welcome to Babylon 5.” Make Rick feel 
right at home. Michael 
then told us how much he 
learned from Rick about 
doing television. Since 
Michael is basically a stage 
actor, he would watch Rick 
to see how he addressed 
the camera, etc. He then 
did a brief demonstration of 
how Rick got a little extra 
camera time - instead of 
just leaving the room, Rick 
would take a few steps 


toward the door, stop, turn around and look at 
the other person in the room and then turn and 
depart. Wasn't a lot of extra time, but it was 
really funny to watch these two guys playing 
around. 

For a total change of pace from the high 
powered delivery of Pat Tallman and Rick Biggs, 
Michael O'Hare spent his time on stage reading 
some poetry by Dylan Thomas and James 
Kavanaugh and a few chapters from a fantastic 
book entitled “Joshua and the Children” - a 
book about the Irish/English conflict. Though 
the room was full, you could hear Michael read- 
ing very clearly - nothing moved. When he 
stopped to see if the audience wanted him to 
continue, he was greeted by “Yes, please go 
on.” He'd gotten us hooked on the story and we 
wanted to see how it ended - although we all 
had probably guessed. Few stories involving this 
conflict end happily. I've heard Michael read 
before and it’s always been a enjoyable. 
Someone should sign this guy up for an audio 
book! Really! He's gotten me to read poetry and 
from talking with others, lm not alone! 

The autograph sessions were a time for 
everyone to have a little one-on-one time with 


Michael O'Hare, Pat Tallman, and Richard Biggs enjoying the fandom. 


each of the guests. Rick, Pat and Michael were 
signing for their favorite charities and each did 
very well. Rick supports the Martin Luther King 
Community Center in Spokane, Washington; Pat 
sponsors Penny Lane, an organization for 
abused children; and Michael was signing for 
Hale House - a hospice for AlDs babies in 
Harlem. 

Though the art show was a late addition to 
the convention schedule, there was plenty of 
real talent here. | had met some of the artists 
online and it was absolutely wonderful to meet 
David in person. His sketches of the B5 cast 
showed up in the autograph sessions and every- 
one was very pleased with their purchases - via 
the charity auction. 

As usual, the end of the convention came too 
quickly. The last autograph session found Rick 

Biggs having to run to 
catch his flight to 
California. Rather than dis- 
appoint anyone though, he 
grabbed some pens and 
walked the line, signing 
whatever people had for 
him to autograph. As the 
last person entered the 
autograph room, there 
was a brief sigh of relief. It 
had been a very full week- 
end — but a rewarding one 
as well. 

On a slightly sad note, 
the “Friends of Michael 
O'Hare” held it’s last meet- 
ing in Taunton. Michael 
conducted a rousing dis- 
cussion with several mem- 
bers during this session, 
covering many current day 
issues including the 
upcoming Presidential 

election and the state of US 
education. Though it was the last meeting of 
this fan club, it might also be considered the 
first meeting of the “Circle of Friends”, an orga- 
nization in which Michael will be the Director 
and focus primarily on charity efforts. “Circle” 
will sponsor various organizations like Hale 
House and the House of Ruth (a home for bat- 
tered men, women and children) through pro- 
jects like autograph sessions and other fund- 
raising efforts. Upcoming events include an 
October AIDS walk in Dallas and a special 
autograph session at a comic book store 

in Connecticut. For more information 

about the "Circle of Friends", write to me 

at 5022 Geronimo Street, College Park, MD 
20740, or drop me an e-mail note at 
sgbruckner@aol.com. 

With each convention | attend, I'm struck by 
several things: the depth of interest in BABY- 
LON 5, the concern it’s stars have when it 
comes to their fans, the common bond most of 
us share, not only with the show and it’s cast 
members, but in our vision of the future. 
Thanks Mary for a convention to remember. I'm 
already looking forward to next year! D 

Sandra Bruckner 
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CHICAGO COMICON. 


Rosemont Convention Center, Rosemont, IL, 
June 21-23, 1996. 

BABYLON 5 Related Guests: J. Michael 
Straczynski, Harlan Ellison, Walter Koenig. 


JMS discussed the future of B5 at his panel. 


ince my flight didn't get into Chicago until late 
Oa | was unable to attend any of the 
BABYLON 5 related sessions on Friday. Walter 
Koenig had started the B5 activities off with his 
afternoon panel discussing his acting experi- 
ences and Raver, his comic book. Later in the 
evening there was a B5 live role playing game 
scheduled. 

Saturday's events started off with Harlan 
Ellison's panel which was well attended. Nine and 
a half weeks after his heart attack Harlan was 
back in form, amusing the audience with anec- 
dotes from his career experiences. 

The audience for Joe’s BABYLON 5 report 
quickly filled the large ballroom and left standing 
room only for latecomers. At times Joe com- 
pared BABYLON 5 with real life. “Your choices 


Jim Lockett (left), manning the Official Babylon 5 
Fan Club table, with Michael Zmuda. 

can be your consequences. . . . And that is what 
BABYLON 5 is about, these choices, responsibili- 
ties, and consequences. . . . Too often we go 
through our life not making choices, better our 
lives, change things . . . we coast along. And, 
the point being that we do have the power to 
make a difference, change the world. The world 
is changing everyday. The person who is doing it 


is you or somebody else. Your choices have 
immediate consequences.” 

Though we didn’t get to see the traditional 
premiere of a new episode during Joe’s panel on 
Saturday (Warner Bros. has decided that show- 
ing episodes at conventions is illegal since it is a 
theatrical exhibition, which may be fined by the 
Guilds) we were able to view a sort of coming 
attractions music video of the last five episodes 
of season three. Following are a few minor spoil- 
ers that were contained in the footage: ships; 
John and Delenn getting real close; ships fight- 
ing; John talking a walk on the outside of B5; 
more ships; a Vorlon ship passing overhead 
John to dock with B5; exploding ships; Stephen 
looking pretty beat; LOTS of ships; a new Vorlon 


Walter Koenig, sporting a ping-pong paddle, was 
warming up for a match held after the B5 reception. 


ambassador; explosions! 

Joe also showed us a few extended versions 
of the these scenes and tried to tie them into 
the story line the best he could. One scene 
shows Marcus confessing his fondness of 
Ivanova to her . . . in Minbari language of 
course. 

Joe mentioned that a big question will be 
answered in an upcoming episode - what do the 
Shadows want and what are they trying to do? 
“lll bet good money that a third of you will agree 
with them because it makes sense in a strange 
way,” he remarked. 

Joe discussed the teddy bear feud that he is 
having with Peter David. Because the ball is now 
in his court he planned to have Peter, who was 
attending Dragon Con at the time, stalked all day 
by a man wearing a bear costume who is carry- 
ing a sign which read, “Peter Unfair To Bears. 
Bear Poisoning,” referring to Peter's use of a 
teddy bear on Space Cases. 

He surprised us with the announcement that 
Warner Bros. asked him about a possible sequel 
to BS. Joe mentioned that he is interested in 
doing a series about the Rangers, starting a few 
years back. 


Harlan Ellison was very approachable at the B5 
reception. 


Apparently Walter Koenig found out about this 
the same time we did - Bester will be back in 
season four for at least four episodes. 

An answer to one of the questions asked was 
that Babylon 4 was not an instrumental machine 
used in the design of Epsilon 3. 

Joe explained how he lost the control of the 
B5 comic book. He had taken a novel approach 
to the story that involved the Rangers. DC 
Comics does not give freelance writers the final 
say in stories, they felt that his story was too 
wordy, and it was rewritten by an editor. He 
mentioned that there is hope for the future of 
the B5 comic which will probably be printed by 
an Independent publisher. 

Though we wouldn't be seeing more of Valen 
in future episodes Joe mentioned that he would 
love to do a series of books about Valen and 
Zathras. 

He told the crowd that we could expect to see 
about the same amount of effects in “Shadow 
Dancing” as what was included in “Severed 
Dreams.” 

Joe then entertained us with the “Burning 
Down The House” blooper reel. 

He announced that the B5 Web site is waiting 
for Warner's approval. The virtual site will let you 
set up a residence on B5 and take a tour of the 
station. 

Joe promised us that we will find out by the 
end of season three what actually happened on 
Za‘ha‘dum. 

| visited the Official Babylon 5 Fan Club table 
and spoke with the club's organizer, Jim Lockett. 
Every time | passed the table Jim seemed to be 
surrounded by B5 fans. 


Kathryn Drennan (second from left) had the oppor- 
tunity to talk with fans at the B5 reception. 


The huge dealers’ room offered little B5 mer- 
chandise: comics, cards, magazines, books 
from the UK, novels. As usual | walked out with 
deals on sci-fi pulps from the 1930s and ’4Os. 

Walter was busy on Saturday with another 
panel, unfortunately | was unable to attend it. 

The Holiday Inn across from the Rosemont 
was the location for a BABYLON 5 reception on 
Saturday night. Groups formed around Joe, 
Harlan, Walter, and Kathryn Drennan. It was a 
nice gathering of BS fans, though not as inti- 
mate as last year's reception (which is a good 
thing). 

The B5 panel on Sunday included Joe, Harlan, 
and Walter. After Joe and Harlan sat down at 
the panel table Walter came skipping down the 
isle, wearing a kerchief tied around his head, 
swinging a basket. 

Harlan started off the panel speaking on the 
morality of BS and how television has a responsi- 
bility in creating these values. 

Walter explained that he had no problem 
playing a bad-guy, as long as the overall state- 
ment that is being made doesn’t support the 
character. 

Joe discussed the debt of gratitude he held 
for early sci-fi television actors such as Walter 
and June Lockhart, and wanted to give them an 
opportunity to play different kinds of parts then 
what they are known for. He mentioned that he 
has been a long-time friend with Walter and had 
originally wrote a different kind of part for him in 
“Sky Full Of Stars.” Because Walter had a heart 
attack at the time he had to recast the part. 

Harlan mentioned that Walter and him have 
been friends since 1963 when they worked 
together on Alfred Hitchcock's television series. 

The threesomes’ rapport was very friendly 


Ivanova 


and witty. Walter and Harlan 
constantly bounced ego jokes off 
of each other. Harlan called Joe 
a “magpie” for picking-up on real- 
life conversations and using 
them in the scripts. 

Joe again showed the videos 
from the previous day, plus sea- 
son two and three bloopers. 

Some of the answers to ques- 
tions from the audience follow. 
We will be hearing about Na’Toth 
in the next five episodes. There 


Night after night within my restless dreams 

the lonely child who's deep inside me screams 
a soundless scream of fear and pain and loss, 
trapped on a threshold that | cannot cross 
theat separates the living from the dead. 

The desperate thought will never leave my head 
that someday, somewhere, somehow | will see 
my mother's loving face again, now free 


of pain — that she will gently call to me 

and thankfully I'll finally know at last 

just who it is | am, all questions past. 

This is the weapon our enemy wields 
across Time’s murky battlefields: 

to promise us precisely what we want 

and ferret-out the hopes that always haunt 
the secret little chambers in our minds — 
exploiting, then, the weakness it finds. . . . 
Despite the chances that | sometimes take 
this is a bargain that | will not make. 


Searching the darkness for my mother's face, 


| wander, frightened, in a misty place. 
Down dim-lit corridors | seek one room, 


while Shadows beckon to me from the gloom, 


try to extinguish my small candle’s flame, 
and whisper softly that they know my name. 


poem by L.G. Merkel 


JMS was very accessible and was surrounded by 
enthusiastic fans at the B5 reception on Saturday. 


are no immediate plans for Sparky to return. We 
will be seeing a whole lot more of the First Ones. 
Melissa Gilbert will not be booked for any season 
four episodes. 

The B5 portion of the convention was conclud- 
ed with all three guests moving to the lobby to 
do autographs. 

Oh yeah . . . by the way, this was a comic 
book convention. Joe, Harlan, and Walter all 
have experience in writing comic books so they 
were rightly invited. Will Eisner was the GOH and 
many comic book world dignitaries, including Al 
Williamson, Julius Schwartz, John Byrne, and 
Sergio Aragones, were present. But to me this 
was all secondary since | attended the con for 
the B5 universe. 

Michael Zmuda 


©1996 Shayne McCormack 


all photos ©1996 Michael Zmuda 
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Matters Of Honor (#301) 


ee John Sheridan confronts Kosh in a hallway and thanks him for 
saving his life. Kosh had just returned from resting on his ship - he 
explains that the strain of revealing his identity and being seen by so many 
at once took a toll on him. Sheridan asks him why he did it. Kosh explains, 
“It was necessary.” Sheridan is concerned that there is no way of knowing 
if he is still the real Kosh since he leaves the station so often. Kosh replies, 
“| have always been here.” 

In another sector of space numerous Centauri blockade mines fire at a 
vessel that is trying to escape Zagros 7, a Drazi colonized planet. Just 
before the ship is hit it jettisons a smaller craft which is able to maneuver 
to a jumpgate that has formed. Its pilot sets its destination to Babylon 5. 

The pilot of the escape vehicle is brought into Dr. Stephen Franklin’s 
remodeled Medlab. Michael Garibaldi explains that he was found uncon- 
scious and that the ship's logs were erased before he arrived at Babylon 5. 
Franklin notices a pin on the pilot - a large gem with a figure of a human on 
one side and a Minbari on the other side. He turns away for a moment and 
the mysterious pilot disappears. 

Londo meets with Morden and asks to have his ties severed with him. 
For a moment a buzzing sound fills the air near Morden. Morden replies 
that there is a matter of bookkeeping that must be taken care of first. He 
will meet with Londo after speaking with his associates. 

David Endawi, a representative of Earthforce's Special Intelligence 
Division, boards Babylon 5. Endawi meets with Sheridan, Susan Ivanova, 
and Delenn to show them the gun camera footage from Lt. Keffer’s ship of 
the unknown craft that he had met in hyperspace before he was killed. 
Endawi asks Delenn for help from the Minbari in finding out more about the 
race. Delenn tells him that she does not know where the ship is from. 
Sheridan also replies that he has never had contact with them before. 
Endawi will contact the other ambassadors on Babylon 5 to ask them 
the same. 

After Endawi leaves the room Sheridan reminds Delenn about the time 
she mentioned an account of the Shadows to him. Delenn confirms that it 
is a Shadow vessel. She explains that she could not tell him that the 
Minbari knew about the alien race so that they would be able to prepare a 
defensive without the Shadows knowing that they are being watched. The 
Minbari only have descriptions from the last Great War they had with 
them. She tells Sheridan that they are merciless in their pursuit when in 
battle. “Take a good look John, remember it well. That is the face of our 
enemy.” 

Delenn is stopped in a hallway by Lennier who tells her that someone 
is looking for her. He produces the pilot's pin which she immediately 
recognizes. 

Endawi shows Londo the footage of the ship. Londo tells him of a dream 
he had which took place on Centauri Prime; there are thousands of the 
mysterious ships filling the sky. 

Lennier and Delenn go to Down Below and meet a stranger at a bar. 
The stranger introduces himself as Marcus Cole and asks for his pin back. 
He explains that according to legend after the pin was forged it was 
immersed in holy water, Minbari blood, and then Human blood. When a 
Ranger dies the two figures on each side shed three tears — one of water, 
two of blood. He asks for Delenn’s help and they decide to move to a more 
private area to talk. They are followed by thugs who demand their valu- 
ables. Marcus produces a Minbari fighting staff, and with Delenn and 
Lennier’s help they fight off the muggers. 

Sheridan and Ivanova meet with Marcus, who tells them of a major 
Ranger training camp that exists on Zagros 7. He asks them for their help 
in opening the blockade long enough to help the other Rangers escape. 
Sheridan agrees to help and asks Garibaldi to keep Endawi preoccupied. 

Londo meets with Morden. Morden explains the terms of their separa- 
tion. He produces a holographic image of the galaxy and divides it, pointing 
out which side the Centauri will have control of. With one exception: he 
indicates that he had secured one small planet on the border of the 
Centauri space that appears to be Zagros 7. To Londo’s surprise Morden 
explains that since he did not want to have anything more to do with him 
he approached Refa, who was quite open to his request, and had agreed 


to the exception. 

A Minbari flyer and an Earth Alliance shuttle leave B5 and enter a jump- 
gate. The ships exits a jumpgate and approaches a ship that Marcus calls 
the White Star, offering it to Sheridan. Delenn explains that the Minbari 
warship, which is a blend of Minbari and Vorlon technology, can form its 
own jumpgate and has artificial gravity. She tells him the hands on board 
are Minbari of the religious caste, and that some of the Gray Council are 
unaware of this ship's existence. 

Endawi visits G'Kar, who is willing to help solve the mystery, producing 
illustrations of the ship in his copy of the Book of G’Quon. He explains that 
the beings came to the Narn Homeworld over a thousand years ago to use 
it as a base. G’Quon had realized that they were at war with other worlds. 
G'Kar tells Endawi that they mysteriously disappeared and that now the 


The mysterious ship that Lt. Keffer encountered reappears. 


time is right for them to emerge. 

Marcus explains to lvanova how he became involved with the Rangers. 
His older brother, who was a Ranger, had warned him of an attack directed 
at a mining colony that Marcus was working at. Marcus didn’t believe him 
and returned in time to watch his brother die. His brother's last request 
was for Marcus to finish-up what he had started. 

The White Star exits a jumpgate near Zagros 7 and fires at the block- 
ade mines. They find it odd that Centauri ships are absent. A ship of 
unknown origin appears on the view screen. Delenn exclaims, “Shadows! In 
Valen’s name.” As Sheridan gives a command to finish clearing the mines 
the Shadow vessel fires at them, seeming to miss on purpose. It probably 
wants to find out who owns the White Star. Meanwhile, the Rangers 
escape Zagros 7. 

Sheridan orders a jump point to form, with the idea of attracting the 
Shadow ship to follow them in. Once they are both inside the jumpgate the 
White Star is to form another jump point. The move, called the Bonehead 
Maneuver, would create an enormous amount of energy, causing a deadly 
blast. Sheridan is hoping that the White Star would be able to exit fast 
enough, leaving the Shadow vessel behind. With fingers crossed they pro- 
ceed, successfully escaping the blast and leaving the Shadow ship to 
explode behind them 

Back on BS Endawi confronts Sheridan and demands that he needs to 
explain his absence. Delenn and Sheridan devise an excuse that involves 
the two of them assisting a disabled Minbari shuttle that was carrying 
important documents. 

Endawi returns to Earthdome and discusses his findings with a senator. 
He explains to her he was able to confirm where the ship was coming 
from, but not much more. 

After Endawi leaves the room Morden and a Psi Cop enter. The senator 
explains that the ship still remains a mystery. Morden replies, “There is no 
need to rush things.” The Psi Cop comments that he finds the threat to 
planetary security appealing. “There is no reason we can't just speed-up 
the program at home.” Morden asks, “What exactly did you have in mind?” 

Sheridan speaks to Marcus, Garibaldi, Franklin, and Delenn in regards to 
starting a War Counsel. Franklin feels lost as to what is going on. Delenn 
explains that the Shadows are like giants that walk among the stars and 
are a force to be reckoned with. 

Written by J. Michael Straczynski, produced by John Copeland, directed 
by Kevin G. Cremin, with John C. Flinn HI as Director of Photography. 
Staring Tucker Smallwood — David Endawi, Nils Allen Stewart - Large Man, 
Kitty Swank - Senator, Jonathan Chapman - Drazi Pilot, Andrew Walker - 
Psi Cop. > summary by Michael Zmuda 


Shoreleave 18, Hunt Valley Marriott Inn, 
Hunt Valley, MD, July 12-14. 

BABYLON 5 Related Guests: Richard Biggs, 
Peter David, Tim DeHaas. 


f you have to do convention back-to-back, be 
sure you have trained appropriately before- 
hand! Stamina and endurance are key! 

Shore Leave has a great tradition of having 
fantastic guests, a wonderful art show and out- 
of-this-world costumes. No one was disappoint- 
ed this year. Rick Biggs and Rene Auberjonois 
were the media guests. A host of authors and 
artists were also on hand, including Peter 
David, Keith Birdsong, Howard Weinstein, Tim 
DeHaas, Dennis Bailey, Bob Greenberger, 
Carmen Carter, Brad Ferguson, Michael Jan 
Friedman and many, many more. 

With hurricane Bertha approaching, no one 
was quite certain how the weekend would go — 
or who would actually show up! While Rick 
came in on Thursday, Rene was still in California 
as Bertha approached the Eastern shore. He 
delayed his Saturday departure a bit, but actual- 
ly arrived a few minutes ahead of schedule. The 
rains did indeed come and phones were tied up 
as people checked on their homes and loved- 
ones, particularly those along the shoreline. 
Luckily Bertha passed through Baltimore with 
just heavy rains and wind. By Saturday after- 
noon, the sun was out and everyone was enjoy- 
ing an absolutely gorgeous day. 

There were a number of B5 panels at the 
convention. On Friday night, Howie Weinstein 
and Tim DeHaas hosted a panel on B5 vs Star 
Trek: Deep Space Nine. From the start, the dis- 
cussion was a bit one-sided. A few brave souls 
raised their hands when asked if they liked DS9, 
but most of those present were B5ers. The 
consensus seemed to be that BS's overall story 
and continuity set it apart from the entire Star 
Trek continuum. Most of the Star Trek stories 


were not linked in any way. This was completely 
different from the concept of BABYLON 5, 
where the entire story is one laid out over a 5- 
year arc. Everyone is very anxious to see not 
only the remaining 5 episodes, but next season 
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Richard Biggs entertained B5 fans at Shore Leave. 


as well. Speculation runs high on how this sea- 
son will end and where the story will actually 
end. 

On Saturday, | had the pleasure of co-chairing 
a panel on "Sheridan vs. Sinclair". | wonder why 
Debbie thought I'd be interested in participating 
in this discussion? This was probably the easi- 
est job I've had all year!!! From the initial poll, 
Sinclair won as commanding officer hands- 
down. However, as | probed the group, we 
shared quite a number perceptions. These two 
characters are very distinctly different — serving 
the story in their own very distinct ways. 
Sinclair, the first commander, set the stage. He 
introduced us to the crew, the aliens, the sta- 
tion and the B5 universe. We saw many human 
and alien frailties through his eyes and were 
hopelessly caught up in this continuing story. 
We saw his own relationships grow with the 
major characters and we saw his own doubts 
and insecurities surface. This is something we'd 
never see on Star Trek! We watched as Sinclair 
- the warrior — struggled to become the diplo- 
mat and seek his own destiny. As he left the 


station to become Ambassador on Minbar and 
begin the Rangers, we meet John Sheridan. He 
has an outstanding military background and is a 
bit weaker on the diplomatic side. However, he 
delegates a lot of this responsibility to his sec- 
ond in command - Ivanova. This allows her 
character to grow and gives Sheridan time to 
discover more about the station and it's varied 
populace. 

Is there a better choice? Depending on the 
situation, perhaps there is. If you're going up 
against the Shadows, Sheridan is the better 
choice. Have a dispute that needs to be worked 
out between two or more parties - Sinclair is 
probably the best choice. Different characters 
for different situations. Who wins in this ongo- 
ing battle? We do! As fans of this show, we 
have the choice to like both of these charac- 
ters. Each in his own way is a big piece of 
BABYLON 5. This question is one that may 
never have a true answer — but who needs 
one? | know who | prefer. How about you? 

Some news from the convention: Keith 
Birdsong, outstanding artist and creator of the 
Star Trek and Star Wars plate series, will be 
doing a BABYLON 5 set of plates. They should 
be coming out this fall. Rick Biggs made a BIG 
hit by bringing along two B5 blooper tapes. 
They were wonderful. We in the East haven't 
had a chance to see these yet - JMS keeps 
them under close wraps. Seeing all the muffed 
lines was very funny, but also reinforced the 
feeling that these folks have a lot of fun, while 
doing a very hard job. 

Shore Leave is so huge, it's hard to know 
what to see first; what panels or workshops to 
take. It's truly something that must be experi- 
enced. The art, the costumes were awesome. 
The people involved with organizing Shore Leave 
have definitely found the winning combination. 
Congratulations to Debbie and all the other folks 
that put on this year's convention. 

Sandra Bruckner 


THE CENTAURIAN SENTINEL’S SECOND ANNIVERSARY TRIVIA CONTEST 


The Centaurian Sentinel is celebrating its Second Anniversary with a sf 


BABYLON 5 Trivia Contest. 


First Prize Winner will receive a copy of The Official Babylon 5 
Collector's Magazine, signed by J. Michael Straczynski, Peter 
Jurasik, Andreas Katsulas, Bruce Boxleitner, Mira Furlan, Claudia 
Christian, Jerry Doyle, Patricia Tallman, Bill Mumy, Adam “Mojo” 


Lebowitz, and John Teska. 


Second Prize Winner will receive a copy of The Official Babylon 5 
Collector's Magazine, signed by J. Michael Straczynski. 


Third Prize Winner will receive a black and white photo of Lennier 


and Delenn signed by Bill Mumy. 


What is the location on Mars that the Psi Corp 


uses as a secret intelligence and training facility? 
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. What level telepaths are Psi Cops? 

. How many Minbari are on the Gray Council? 

. Which major alien race are marsupials? 

. Where did Jeffery Sinclair first meet Michael Garibaldi? 
. What is a Vortex Generator? 

. What is the name of the planet that Babylon 5 orbits? 
. Which of the previous four Babylon stations exploded? 


. When do we first hear Jeffery Sinclair quote Tennyson, 


e All autographs are certified to be authentic! ¢ To Strive, to seek, ta find, and not to yield"? 


. How many miles long is Babylon 5? 


Rules: On a sperate piece of paper list the answers to all questions and 
. What does PPG stand for? 


mail to The Centaurian Sentinel Contest, Michael Zmuda, 17 Orchard 
Road, Putnam Valley, NY 10579-3040. Winners will be randomly 
picked from all correct entries. Entries must be postmarked by October 
15, 1996. One entry per membership. Participants must be current 
subscribers to The Centaurian Sentinel. 


. Which level of Babylon 5 is the ambassadorial level? 
. In what sector of space does Babylon 4 reappear in? 


. What is John Sheridan's Minbari nickname? 
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. What is the oldest symbol of Centauri nobility? 
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omehow | managed to get two consecutive weeks of vacation 

from work this year . . . this meant that the August issue was 
guaranteed to be mailed late. My wife and | spent the two weeks 
driving cross-country, our destination was Montana. As we visited 
various regions of the United States | was constantly reminded of 
BABYLON 5; Sinclair gas stations were frequent sights west of the 
Mississippi; road signs that pointed to the towns of Sheridan and 
Sinclair in Wyoming; the homestead of Laura Ingalls in De Smet, 
South Dakota (okay, I'm stretching it, but there is a connection). 
The one thing | frequently noticed in the weekly TV listings of vari- 
ous Cities was the late hour scheduling of B5 (i.e. Billings, MT, 
KSVI, 12:00 Sunday nights), or worse . . . B5 nowhere to be 
found! It is important that you let your local stations know that you support 
B5 so that this might not become the situation in your area. If B5 is sched- 
uled at a bad time in your area send a brief, polite letter asking them to 
move the time slot. Stations like to know about their viewers so describe 
yourself in a sentence. And thank them for showing B5. 

Beginning with season four Pat Tallman will be a regular on B5 and will 
be included in the main title sequence. Congratulations Pat! 

Happy Birthday to Claudia Christian (August 10)! 

The Official Babylon 5 Club Web site is now online. Though it is still 
under construction you can visit it at: http: 7/www.thestation.com . 

JMS made the following online announcement regarding a project: 

“Meanwhile, something | probably should mention since it showed up in 
the trades the other day . . . my associates, Doug Netter and John 
Copeland are directly involved in a new series which is just about set to go 
into pre-production, called Battleground Earth. The series is based on a 
series bible and script written by Gene Roddenberry in the early ‘7Os. 
Majel Barrett Roddenberry is also directly involved with the show. . . . 

“They initially asked me to write the new 2-hour pilot script, since a) the 
original is considerably out of date, given when it was first written, and b) 
there was a general consensus that a Roddenberry/Straczynski collabora- 
tion would be infinitely promotable. 

“The job was basically mine for the asking, but after giving it a great deal 
of thought, | declined, even though the money was good and the show 
would get a lot of promotion. | have a moral obligation to B5, and that has 
to come first, | can't have any outside distractions.” Myki 


EPISODE SCHEDULE For United States: (R=repeat) 


Week Of Prod# _ Title 

9/02 310R Severed Dreams 

9/703 311R Ceremonies Of Light And Dark 
9/16 313R Sic Transit Vir 

9/23 312R A Late Delivery From Avalon 
9/30 318 Walkabout 

10/07 319 Grey 17 Is Missing 

10/14 320 And The Rock Cried Out, No Hiding Place 
10/721 321 Shadow Dancing 

10/28 322 Zha’dum 

11/04 401 The Hour Of The Wolf 


IANA 
11/18 
11725 


THE ZOCALO EXCHANGE 
HELP WANTED 


402 
403 
404 


What Ever Happened To Mr. Garibaldi? 
The Summoning 
Falling Toward Apotheosis 


fey to the amount of letters from fans requesting addresses of deal- 
ers who sell licensed BABYLON 5 merchandise we are dedicating this 
“Gold Channel” column to various contacts. Most of the dealers listed 
have catalogs available. 


Pegasus Publishing - T-shirts, hat, mugs, trading cards, soundtrack. 
Contact: Pegasus Publishing, 2501 W Sublett #890, Arlington, 
Texas 76017-5461; 817/467-0681; fax: 817/467-5346; 

http: //www.bad.com/pegasus/pegasus/pegasus.html . 


Uncomyn Gifts - MicroMachines, leather and wool jacket, Japanese 
laserdisc of “The Gathering”, PAL format video tapes of episodes, bubble 
blowers, key chains, stamper kits, screen saver for Windows, licensed 
color B5 photos, trading cards, masks, costumes, mugs, soundtrack, t- 
shirts. NOTE: Bruce Ritter of Uncomyn Gifts has confirmed that he will be 
obtaining 30 cases of the second series trading cards and will be 

selling them at competitive prices. Contact: Uncomyn Gifts, PO. Box 
11841, Olympia, WA 98508-1841; toll free from the USA and CANADA: 
888/UNCOMYN (862-6698); 360/866-6674; fax: 360/866-6398; 
International calls: 001-360-866-6674; International fax: 001-360-866- 
6398; http: //www.halcyon.com/uncomyn/b5.html . 


Creation Entertainment - T-shirts, jacket, licensed photos. Contact: 
Creation Entertainment, 411 N. Central Avenue, #300, Glendale, CA 
91203; 818/409-0960. 


800-TREKKER, Inc. - Masks, novels, hats, t-shirts, soundtrack. 
Contact: 800-TREKKER; fax: 800-FAX TREK; http://www.scifi.com . 


ALL-U Activewear - T-shirts. Contact: ALL-U Activewear, 10 Vatrano 
Road, Albany, NY 12205; 800/424-2558; 518/488-7291. 


Current BABYLON 5 Merchandise News 

Dell picked up the license to produce three more books which should 
be out by the end of this year. 

The release date for the second series of B5 trading cards is 
October 23. 

Keith Birdsong has been contracted to do a number of Babylon 5 
themed plates for the Franklin Mint. 

Agents of Gaming will be releasing a new gaming system called 
Babylon 5 Wars:The Babylon 5 Starship Combat System. Their press 
release states, “This new board game, based on the popular science fic- 
tion show BABYLON 5, will feature large-style counters, a full-sized map, 
rules, and dice in a convenient boxed set. A line of miniatures will precede 
the game, beginning with ships for Ithe four main races seen on the 
series (Earth Force, Narn, Centauri, and Minbari). We will also be produc- 
ing supplements to enhance the gaming system, including rules for the 
Vorlons, Shadows, and League of Non-Aligned Worlds.” The initial sched- 
uled release is November 1996. Michael Zmuda 


Visit our Web site at: http: //www.hway.net/dreamin/centauri.htm 


PSYCHOLOGIST INTERESTED IN PSYCHOLOGY OF SCI Fl AND COMIC BOOKS. Starting a forum for using sci fi to illustrate psychological, developmen- 
tal and conflict issues. Contact: David B. Van Zak, PhD, 531 S. Helberta Avenue, Redondo Beach, CA 90277-4354. 


WANTED: B5 EPISODES. Grail, Eyes, Legacies, Babylon Squared, Chrysalis. Will trade only for B5 episodes. Contact: Michael Riccardelli, 50 Birch Road, 


Staten Island, NY 10303. 


NEED B5 ENTIRE CREW AUTOGRAPHED PHOTO. Certified only please. Contact: Haig Yacoubian, 714/588-0193. 
WANTED: CAST PHOTO OF SEASON 3. 8x10 or preferably larger. Contact: J. Jarvis, 525 Leavenworth Street, #4, San Francisco, CA 94109. 


MISC. 
VISIT JESSE’S BABYLON 5 SUPER SITE!!! http://members.aol.com/venom65582/babylon.htm or http://home.connectnet.com/venom 


PEN PALS 


SWM LOOKING FOR PEN PALS. My name is David K. Robinson. | love B5, all 4 Star Treks, Doctor Who, Star Wars, and Fantasy. Please write to me at 210 
N. Elm Avenue, Sylacauga, AL 35150-1975, or call anytime at 1-205/249-4326. Thank you very much. B5 Out. 


